
 

Minutes of Parochial Church Council Meeting - Monday 23rd September 2019 
at Rothley Church of England Primary School Academy – 19:15 for 19:30 

Present: 

Revd. Rob Gladstone (Chair), Mike Ferguson , Wendy Ferguson, Ros Taylor, Ray Prince, 
Jonty Pilbeam, Angela Neill, David Wilson, David Salt, Margaret Offley, Linda Poole, Alison 
Godfrey, Sue Wilson, Susan Pinkus (Secretary) 

1. Opening Prayers/Reading 

Rob began with a reading from Luke’s Gospel followed by a prayer.  

2. Declarations of Interest: None 

3. Apologies: Clive Jackson 

4. Approval of minutes from July 8th 2019:  Agreed as an accurate record.    

    Matters arising:   
All actions have been completed. 
We are still trying to set up a system which gives automatic reminders for Safeguarding 
clearance and training and to decide how best to store Safeguarding data so it is 
accessible by the Safeguarding team but also secure. 
We are mid trial period for the possible new AV system. 

5. Finance 

(see report circulated prior to meeting) 
Parish Organisation Statement agreed by all. 

Action: Wardens to check with Trevor West that the new hand bells are insured. This needs 
delegating to Finance Committee asap please due to new ecclesiastical policies. 

Draft Budget 2020 
The Finance Committee have started to forecast for the end of this year and to draw up 
the draft budget for 2020. At the moment a deficit is projected for 2020, but this does 
include a £1,000 contingency buffer. No changes to the draft budget were put forward. 

Church Maintenance Fund 
It was agreed to designate £3,700 from the General Fund to the Church Maintenance Fund 
to ensure sufficient money was set aside to cover the costs of the new fire detection 
system and permanent emergency lighting in the church.  These had already been 
approved by the PCC and would be completed once the necessary Faculties had been 
obtained. 

Legacy 
At the last PCC members were asked to submit their thoughts on how this gift should be 
utilised. A summary document of the results was circulated prior to the meeting.  The 
following additional suggestions were made at the meeting: 
Discipleship  
IT  
  



It was agreed that a mixed agenda was most appropriate. 

One item was removed from the list of suggestions – following diocesan advice, a church 
roof alarm is not needed as we do not have lead on the main roof of the church.  However, 
our insurers, Ecclesiastical Insurance, would provide only limited cover without a roof 
alarm, should we be targeted anyway, whereas there are other insurance companies that 
do not limit cover. 

Action: Trevor West to seek comparative insurance quotes.   

6. Vicar’s Report 

There was no written report, but Rob spoke about the possibility of members of the 
congregation visiting Mercy Air in South Africa. 

He also fed back from the conferences he has attended recently: 
1. The Bishops’ Conference in Swanwick 
2. The ReNew Conference in Leeds 

These conferences were very different in content and ethos. 

Rob is due for a Ministry Sabbatical. It is advised that ministers should take one every 
seven years.  Rob’s last Sabbatical was in 2013. However, he is not currently making plans, 
although he is aware that a sabbatical cannot be taken too close to retirement.   

7. Operations including Health and Safety 

(see report circulated prior to meeting) 

Mike Banks has retired from handling OSR bookings and finance. Liz S has been filling in at 
the moment by fielding enquiries but we do need to recruit a replacement for Mike. Mike 
will continue with his duties with regard to invoicing until the end of the month but we do 
need a replacement. It mainly involves issuing invoices. If you are interested, or can 
recommend someone, please see Liz or Linda P. 

Action:  A letter of thanks for his long service (since 1996) needs to be sent to Mike. 
Wardens to liaise with RG and organise/send this.  

The gas heating system in the church has served its expected life span, but is likely to last 
for a few more years because it is not in constant use. There are no immediate plans to 
replace it, although it could be considered if the West End improvements go ahead. When 
replacement is planned, research will be conducted to compare gas and electric systems. 

Although on 13th May the PCC approved the appointment of Simon Bird as our architect for 
the Quinquennial Inspection due in 2020, the Churchwardens subsequently discovered that 
a formal competitive appointment process is necessary.  Hence, the position will be 
advertised after Christmas.  

8. Safeguarding 
(see report circulated prior to meeting) 

Kate C, Lisa and Wendy F have been working hard to establish a system to ensure that all 
volunteers in the church have the necessary Safeguarding clearance and training. With 
over 100 relevant volunteers, including all PCC members, this is a substantial task. 
  



Wendy said that Safeguarding concerns should always be raised and we should not be 
reluctant to express concerns if we have them.  

It is eventually hoped to develop an alert system to remind volunteers when they need to 
update their clearance or training. 

9. Working Groups and priority areas 

Church Building Improvements 
(see report circulated prior to meeting) 
The AV system trial is underway with the congregation giving feedback as requested. A full 
transcript of the responses will be sent to the PCC for discussion and appropriate action at 
the November PCC meeting.  
  
Action: Angela to collate responses from our congregation to the AV system trial before the 
next PCC meeting 

Our sound mixer is struggling. It is between 20 and 25 years old and a replacement is 
needed, whether or not we proceed with the improved AV system. The cost of a 
replacement would be just under £5,000.  The PCC approved a replacement, funding to 
come from the current General Fund surplus. 

Discipleship:  
The group was due to meet the following week. 
Actions from last report regarding the bookstall have been completed. There will be an 
Advent book available this year. 

Companionship:  
The group decided to disband at their last meeting. (see report circulated prior to 
meeting) 
There are several groups in the church who already address our priority area of 
‘loneliness’. We shall encourage these groups to take a more outward-looking approach.  

Send:  
(see report circulated prior to meeting) 
A speaker, Rev Michael Broadley, has been arranged for the end of October on the topic of 
our diocesan Tanzanian links. 
There will be a speaker from Tearfund at the end of February 2020. 

Social Media / Communications: 
A separate email address for Safeguarding is now available on the church website. 
David Salt said that an IT services review is necessary. Please send any ideas send to him. 

10.Time for Thanks and Prayer 

The meeting ended with a time of thanks and prayer. 

Meeting closed at 21.30. 

The next meetings: 

Next PCC on Monday 25th November 2019 19.15. for 19.30 start at Rothley School  
(Refreshments: Angela. Thank you) 

Business Committee:  Wednesday November 13th 7.30 pm 56 Grangefields Drive, 
Rothley. 



Paperwork and reports for PCC to Susan Pinkus by Sunday November 17th please. 
(Anything which needs consideration at Business Committee or requests for agenda items 
to Susan P by Sunday November 10th please.) 

Thank you. 

Susan Pinkus October 1st 2019 


