
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of Parochial Church Council Meeting - Monday January 28th 2019 
at Rothley Church of England Primary School Academy – 19.15 for 19:30 p.m. 

 
Present: 

Revd. Rob Gladstone, (chair) Clive Jackson, Jonty Pilbeam, Angela Neill, David Wilson, Sue Wilson, David Salt, Linda Poole, Alison Godfrey, Margaret 
Offley, Susan Pinkus (secretary), Dimitry Lutsenko (in attendance) 

1. Opening Prayers/Reading 

Rob read from Genesis 1 – v 26 and 2- v18. 

2. Declarations of Interest: None 

Apologies: Mike Ferguson, Wendy Ferguson, Cath Jagger, Kate Cooper 

Approval of minutes from November 26th:  Agreed as an accurate record.    

Matters arising: Marion Whitby was really touched by the letter of thanks for her work on the refurbishment of the Roll of Honour. 

3. Finance 

Draft 2018 accounts 

The missing bills from FireProof Ltd, mentioned at the beginning of the Finance Report, have now been included in the accounts.  This reduces the General Fund, 

and our total balance, by £161 on the SoFA. 

The year end result was a very good surplus and the major contributors to that are listed on pages 1 and 2 of the Finance Report.  Particularly encouraging was an 

excellent final quarter’s income from the OSR, double that of any of the previous three quarters.  However, it is the habit of the Finance Committee to be cautious 

in budgeting, so they have not changed the 2019 income prediction based on just one quarter.  Going forward, the 2018 surplus will enable the PCC to consider 

any non-routine maintenance required in the church or OSR as it would be possible to top up the Church Maintenance and OSR Maintenance Funds for that 

purpose. 

2019 budget (See attachment sent prior to meeting) 

The year end results necessitated a few tweaks to the expenditure budget presented in November which was based on figures to 30 September.  The allocations 

affected are church costs, church utilities and OSR.  Some figures have reduced; others have increased.  The significant changes are: 

• Church & OSR insurance: Ecclesiastical Insurance have now introduced one combined policy for both buildings, which is cheaper than two separate policies.  
The 2019 figure is now known and has been put in the budget against the church only. 

• Church and OSR maintenance have had to be increased because the electrical condition tests have been conducted this year instead of in 2018. 

• Photocopier lease costs have been increased as no allowance had previously been made for a new contract. 
 

The predicted deficit for 2019 is now £1,408, which includes a £1,000 contingency. 

The PCC accepted this revised budget for 2019 unanimously. 

Solar panels 

The income received in Feed-in Tariff payments has now exceeded all the costs of installation, servicing and repair to date.  The figures will appear in the Annual 

Report and Accounts document.   

Action: Angela to check the warranty period 

 

4. Operations including Health and Safety (see paperwork sent prior to meeting) 
Urgent repair to the Church ceiling was carried out successfully. (see Health and Safety report) 
 
Linda pointed out that the walls at the back of the OSR are in need of urgent repair.  She provided photographs to illustrate her point. Linda has obtained a quotation 
for the cost of repair and/or repointing from a recommended and known builder (£1,900).  In his opinion the wall is not dangerous at the moment but will only get 
worse.  It was agreed that we go ahead with Option 2 on the report (£1,900).  
 
Gordon Harrison has repaired and slabbed the pavement area near to the Garden of Remembrance. 
  

5. Communications (see web stats sent prior to meeting) 
Thanks to the communications team for this up to date information.  The website had over 7,000 hits (users and new users) in 2018. 
Follow up is to standardise our logos on all communications we send out in the future. 
 

6. Send (see paper) 
We have visiting speakers from Crosslinks planned on !0th February and 10th March. 
The main tithe for 2019 will be divided in the same way as in 2018 (see paper).  £2,000 of our Crosslinks allocation is pledged to the Kralovis; the balance is allocated 
to Brada Radanovic. 
The Discretionary Tithe proposal was agreed. 
 



7. Vicar’s Report (see paper) 
A potential clash with the Lent course and the Deanery Beedles Lake function on March 13th will be avoided by starting the Lent course one week later.  
 
We really need to increase the size of the Baptism Team.  At the moment this comprises only two people and parents are not being seen as swiftly as we would like.  
There is no follow up after baptism which would be highly desirable if possible. 
 

8. APCM April 7th directly after the 10.30 service which will finish earlier than usual at 11.15. 
FOUR people have completed a three-year term on the PCC, but are eligible to stand for re-election:  
Cath Jagger  
Kate Cooper 
Wendy Ferguson  
Susan Pinkus 
 
As secretary Susan has agreed to seek re-election to the PCC but Cath will not.  Kate has not yet decided whether to stand. 
 
Annual Report production 
Safeguarding is missing at the moment because Kate Croden wishes to confer with Wendy Ferguson when she returns from holiday.  Sue W will be submitting the 
draft Trustees’ Report and Accounts to Independent Examiner on Friday February 1st. 
 

Action: ALL encourage church members to complete an Electoral Roll application.  N/A church members under 16.  Deadline for this is March 3rd.  
 

 
9.There then followed a time of Prayer 

 
10. Mission Review/ Bishops’s Big Conversation (including Discipleship) 

The feedback from the Bishop’s team was that the experience in Rothley was different to other churches visited so far.  There seems to be a much stronger 
evangelistic thrust in Rothley.  Very happy to see our strong contacts with the school.  The session in the pub was also very successful.  Feedback was very positive 
all round.  Happy to see a Church where everyone is involved in mission.  The Bishop’s visit strengthened this resolve. 
 
Follow up: There are several events planned or in the planning stages.  
e.g. Men’s Breakfast February 9th with Jon Barrett speaking; March 3rd the school choir will be singing at the 10.30 service and then joining the other children in 
the school rooms for a special All Together Sunday School celebrating The Lord’s Prayer; March 9th Jonathan Veira concert. 
 
Discipleship (see paperwork) 
Stress the importance of prayer and Bible study as part of everyday life. 
The Text to Talk course is going ahead and will start on February 7th.  
 

11. Companionship (see report distributed prior to meeting) 
Have met several times with next meeting planned for February 18th. 
 

12. Church Building Improvements (see report distributed) 
 
The CBI group requested the PCC to approve a maximum fee of £6,200 for the engagement of an architect to carry out the design and provide a total project 
estimate (RIBA stage 2) for the proposed west end improvements (toilets, servery, storage and north porch). 
 
As above, paperwork distributed at the meeting outlined that Ken Arkley, Chris Aspinall and Clive Jackson have been scrutinising the applications (7 tenders 
submitted with costs ranging from £4,300 to £6,200). 
 
After interviews in February the CBI group will recommend one architectural practice to the PCC at the next meeting.  This architect will initially be appointed for 
RIBA stage 2 (concept and design) and then subsequently, depending on the agreement of the PCC and the congregation plus the availability of funds, for RIBA 3-6 
(technical design and construction). 
 
Nothing is set in stone at the moment and of course all this ultimately depends on fundraising. 
 
 Vote taken: All in favour of a maximum £6,200 fee. 
 
Jonty and Ken Arkley have visited three churches to see what is possible/on offer in terms of audio visual requirements/improvements.  They will putting a paper 
together with plans to link the two schemes (CBI and AV ) in terms of fundraising. 
  

Action: Jonty to present his findings and recommendations at a future PCC meeting.  

 
13. Review of Meeting:  

 
As paperwork sent out prior to meeting there was plenty of time for discussion as required. 
Good to have all the business at the beginning.  Works well to get statutory requirements done first. 
Reports and paperwork are being sent to the secretary on time.  Thank you.  
High quality of the reports: thorough, clear and easy to read. 
Liked the order of the agenda.  It flowed well. 
Good to pray; gives a good balance to the meeting. 
 
Closing prayers  
 

Meeting closed at 21.30. 
 
The next meetings:  
 

Business Committee: Wednesday 27th February 2019, 56 Grangefields Drive 
 



Next PCC on Monday 11th March 2019 19.15.for 19.30 start at Rothley School 
 

Paperwork and reports to Susan Pinkus by Sunday, Febuary 24thth please if possible .. no later than Sunday March 3rd please.   
 

 


