
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of Parochial Church Council Meeting - Monday November 26th 2018 
at Rothley Church of England Primary School Academy – 19.15 for 19:30 p.m. 

 
Present: 

Revd. Rob Gladstone, (chair) Clive Jackson, Jonty Pilbeam, Angela Neill, Mike Ferguson, David Wilson, Sue 

Wilson, Wendy Ferguson, Cath Jagger, David Salt, Linda Poole, Alison Godfrey, Kate Cooper, Margaret Offley 

 Susan Pinkus (Secretary). 
 

1. Opening Prayers/Reading 

Rob read from Matthew 18. 

2. Declarations of Interest: None 

Apologies: None 

Approval of minutes from September 24th:  Agreed as an accurate record.    

Matters arising: Agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to Marion Whitby and Ray Prince for their work 
on the refurbishment of the Roll of Honour.  

Action: Sue/Susan to arrange to complete the above between them  

 

3. Finance 

Agree Budget:  
2018 Accounts: There has been a slight upturn in donations income. The removal of non-routine maintenance 
costs on the church and OSR from General Fund Expenditure means that we can now predict a small surplus 
at the end of 2018. 
Any surplus will now be available to top up the separate funds we now have for non-routine maintenance or 
to meet any other purpose which may arise.  
 
2019 Budget: The effect has been similarly encouraging on the draft 2019 budget and only a small deficit of 
£877 is currently expected. Do we agree this budget?  Budget agreed by all.   
 
Clive suggested that perhaps we should remind people to increase their giving slightly.  
Other concerns regarded the change in structure of working groups, e.g. could money previously allocated to 
Reach and Build be transferred to care home work?  
It was decided that working groups could send requests to PCC for funds if they were needed.  
 
End of Year 2018: The end of year timetable and information on the content of the Annual Report for 2018 
had been circulated. Sue would be contacting named individuals. Any expense claims should be submitted 
promptly to ensure accurate accounts. 
 
Wendy F sought clarification on what PCC priority area leaders needed to address in their reports. We were 
advised that those leaders should give an overview of their area of work and that each report should be no 



more than 600 words. (The only legally required information is the Trustees’ Report and the accounts, but the 
narrative reports give further details about the activity of the church.) 
 
Thanks from Mothers’ Union: Rothley MU branch had written to thank the PCC for the opportunity to host the 
meeting of the MU Diocesan Council in the church in November.  Refreshment donations of £34.70 were 
given to church funds. 
   
Photocopier: David Salt and Rafe Cherry have had an initial discussion. Rafe will also talk to Liz Sleath before 
investigating the current market. Analysis of the photocopying charges we have paid over the last two years 
indicates that copying has increased threefold since we sourced our machine five years ago. At that time the 
estimate was 24,000 copies per year. In 2017 we made 71,000 copies, 85% of which were for our own use. In 
2018, to date of meeting we have made 62,500 copies, 89% for our own use. Obviously, we need to also 
consider the possible move to using more audio-visual technology when making forecasts for the future.  
 

4. GDPR 
Agree Data Privacy Notice: 
Sue Wilson outlined the process of drawing up the personal information audit for the church and the data 
privacy notice was agreed. It was noted that Rob is separately responsible for any personal data he holds.  
 

Action:  
The information sheet to be sent to church members in due course. 

 
5. Safeguarding 
 
Two documents sent prior to the meeting need to be signed off by the Church Wardens. 

Action: An updated action plan is needed for the Diocese.  

 
We are still struggling to know who has/has not completed their DBS checks.  
 

Action: Lisa Cook to co-ordinate records of DBS checks 

 
Wendy F and Kate C attended a Safeguarding conference regarding safeguarding for children on Social Media.  
We need a policy on this. 
  

Action: Wendy F to meet with Paul Parkinson to see a sample document from another church. Our deadline 
on this is March 2019. 

 
All agreed the current Children and Young Person Policy.  
The policy on Vulnerable Adults was agreed with one small addition (add flower arrangers and lone workers). 
 
6. Health and Safety 

The Annual Health and Safety Review has taken place. 
Linda queried item h as the yard at the back of Church Rooms may be considered ‘an area of relative safety’ 
by the Fire Brigade.  
 
7. Operations (including OSR) 
Report sent prior to meeting. 
Add Church Clock now repaired. 
We are awaiting a date to get the electrical condition testing done. 
OSR: Severn Trent have sorted out the problem with regard to the outside stop cock at their expense. 



 
8. Vicar’s Report 
Dimitry Lutsenko, a Curate from Hinckley will be gaining some experience ‘at another church’ by spending 
time with us. The details of his programme will be worked out at a meeting between Dimitry and Rob. He will 
probably be preaching and it was agreed that his attendance at PCC meetings during his placement would be 
welcomed. 
 
Also, please note the meeting at Beedles Lake on March 13th. The Bishops would like to meet as many people 
as possible from the Goscote Deanery. 
 
We have 2 Baptism visits coming up. Each couple has 3 visits prior to baptism but there is no programme as 
yet for visits after the Baptism.  
Please note that Rob will be on leave in Malawi over the Easter period in 2019. 
 

9.There then followed a time of Prayer 
 

10. Working Groups 
Church Building Improvements: 
The short report sent prior to the meeting does not reflect the huge amount of work that has been 
undertaken so far. 
Ken Arkley highlighted a discrepancy in the documents sent out and wanted to clarify the decision 
agreement needed from the PCC that the West End Improvements contain the following SIX elements. 
 

I. Provision of Toilets - 1 disabled with baby-changing facility plus 1 unisex toilet 
II. Provision of Hygienic serving facilities; not a kitchenette. 

III. Provision of storage space for items of occasional use. 
IV. Provision/retention of a room for choir robing, sufficient for 20 people standing 
V. Provision/extension of all necessary utilities and drainage. 

VI. Internal glazed door at north entrance 
 

In addition Ken states that the PCC needs to agree that the roof & folding screen proposals for west end of the 
north aisle are not included in the current project. It would also be helpful that the possibility of improved access at 
the main entrance could be considered as part of the RIBA Phase 2 brief. 
 
All agreed this clarification 
 
The North Entrance may be considered for improvement at a later stage in the future as stated above. 
 
Audio Visual (JP) 
We are obtaining 3 quotes for consideration by the PCC. Our priority is to enhance worship without destroying the 
beauty of the church. 
 

Action: JP to prepare a report for a future PCC meeting 

 
Mission: (LP) 
Linda thanked everyone who had responded to help organise events during the Bishop’s Big Conversation weekend. 
We are encouraged by how it has been accepted by the village. It has reignited our contact with the community.  
Two curates will be accompanying the Bishop and Jon Barrett. They are Ivan Bennett from Aylestone Park and 
Sharon Andrews from Glenfield.  
 
Cath Jagger thanked Linda and David for all their hard work on this. 
 
Discipleship (AG)  



The group has met a couple of times plus been in contact with one another through email. They are currently putting 
together a leaflet for distribution in church on December 2nd initially. Copies will be available on the website.  

The next goal is the follow up from the Bishop’s visit and to continue to build relationships with people 
outside the church. 
 
Church Christmas Service invitation cards will be distributed as usual. 
 
Send (RT) 
The group last met in October. It was agreed to keep the name ‘Send’. 
The visit from our Crosslinks partners, Jirka and Keira Kralovi, was cancelled due to a major problem with 
their car. 
 
Rob added  
CPAS keen to support the Venture for Rothley School children as last year. There are 9 to 12 spaces and we 
already have a list of children who are keen to attend. Rothley School are providing 2 staff for the weekend 
but we also need 2 people from our church membership. 
 

Action: Please let Rob know if you or anyone you know might be available weekend May17th -19th 2019 to 
support the CPAS Venture. 

 
Also, we will be having a visiting speaker from Crosslinks in Church at some point in March 2019. 
 
Loneliness and Health (WF) 
The group has met 3 times since its inauguration.  
Firstly, we are considering rebranding this group as the Companionship Group. 
We have 2 actions: 

1. Encourage more open conversation at the end of services on Sundays 
2. Update the information board 

A walk and talk event is planned for December 28th, details to follow. 
 
11. Review of Meeting:  
 
No really big decisions needed to be taken tonight 
Took time to read through the paperwork but a worthwhile meeting  
Liked the prayer break. 
Liked putting Working Groups feedback at the end of the meeting  
It was obvious that everyone had done preparation which saved a lot of time 
We had plenty of time for questions and discussion this evening 
We covered the whole of the church’s work at the current time but it didn’t seem onerous  
 
Closing prayers  
 

Meeting closed at 21.30. 
 
The next meetings:  
 

Business Committee: Wednesday 16th January 2019  56 Grangefields Drive 
 

Next PCC on Monday 28th January 2019 19.15.for 19.30 start at Rothley School 
 

Paperwork and reports to Susan Pinkus by Sunday, January 20th please.   
 


